Patents 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit: 3727 
Examiner: N. Eloshway 
.P.D. File No.: 30-3744CIP 

- — in re Application of: IGOR PALLEY ET AL. 
Serial No.: 08/717,042 . 
Filed: September 20, 1996 

For: BLAST RESISTANT AND BLAST DIRECTING CONTAINER AND 
ASSEMBLIES 

Colonial Heights, Virginia 23834 
January 25, 2006 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT - OFFICE 

ACTION NOT RECEIVED 

Sir: 

I hereby petition to withdraw the holding of abandonment in the 
above-referenced case and to revive same. The Notice of Abandonment dated October 
1, 2004, was discovered by Applicants on January 23, 2006, as a result of searching 
status results on a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement mailed filed July 25, 
2005, on USPTO.gov web site. 

Applicants' Legal Assistant, Becky Kirk reviewed this case and discovered no 
actions had been received subsequent to applicants 5 response on July 25, 2005. On 
January 23, 2006, Becky Kirk, Legal Assistant for applicant, discovered that this case 
had become abandoned by failure to respond to the Office Action of January 29, 2004, 
and a second mailing attempt on February 19, 2004. It was then discovered the Office 
Action and Notice of Abandonment were addressed to P.O. Box 31, Petersburg, VA 
instead of 15801 Woods Edge Road, Colonial Heights, VA. This is the reason that 
applicants did not receive the Office Action or the Notice of Abandonment, and 
therefore, request a Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment for failure to 
receive the Office Action of January 29, 2004 and Notice of Abandonment of October 1 , 
2005. 

I hereby state that the Examiner's Action of Janaury 29, 2004 and second 
mailing of February 19, 2004 and the Notice of Abandonment of October 1, 2004 were 
not received. An extensive search of the file jacket and the docket records in my office 
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indicates that this Office Action and Abandonment were not received, as a result of the 
wrong mailing address. I attach a copy of the outside of the file jacket, where the 
decision would have been entered had it been received and docketed. Also attached is a 
page print from our IPMaster Data Control database that lists actions due and responses 
completed. 

Applicants address changed from P.O. Box 31, Petersburg, VA 23842 to 15801 
Woods Edge Road, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. The forwarding address expired on 
January 2, 2003, as evidenced by the letter dated December 3, 2002, from Jeffrey A. 
Harrison to the US Post Office. Applicants failed to submit a Change of Address form 
to the USPTO prior to the expiration of its Petersburg, VA address. Applicant attaches 
herewith a corrected Change of Correspondence Address form. 

In consideration of these submissions, it is respectfully requested that the 
holding of abandonment be withdrawn and the case revived, a copy of the Office Action 
be sent to Applicants, and the statutory period for response be reset to the re-mailing of 
the office action. 

Applicants respectfully request that the petition fee of $130.00 be charged to 
Account No. 01-1 125. A duplicate copy of this petition is enclosed. Please charge 
Account No. 01-1 125 for any fee deficiency or credit this account for any overpayment 
for this petition. 



Respectfully submitted, 



IGOR PALLEY ET AL. 



By: 



Virginio^Szigeti (Arte 
Applicants' Attorney 
Reg. No. 29,039 




Honeywell International Inc. 
15801 Woods Edge Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 
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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of 

1. 13 Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 19 February 2004. 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.11 1. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) M No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

) ( which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 



The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 



7. □ The reason(s) below: 
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LEE YOUNG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINEF 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 .137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. _ . 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Application No. 

06/717,042 



Examiner 

Niki M. Eloshway 



Applicant(s) 
PALLEY ETAL 



Art Unit 

3727 



The MAILING DATE of on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Period for Reply HJJ&iMmMtoS 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communicalion, even if timety filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 November 2003 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1.3-11.13-47 and 51-53 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s)_ is/are allowed. 

6) 09 Claim(s) 1.3-11.13-47 and 51-53 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 0 Other: £fTT. ±_ 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326(Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 31 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Introduction 

1 . This Action was necessitated by the newly presented argument regarding claims 21, 22 and 24, 
set forth in the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003. 



2. Claims 12, 48-50 and 54-66 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1 . 142(b) as being drawn to a non-elected species. Election was made without traverse in 
Paper No. 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patem may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject mailer 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 20-28, 30, 47, 51 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sacks (U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807). Sacks 
discloses the claimed invention except for the blast mitigating material. MacDonald et al. teach that it is 
known to provide a container with foam. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the container of Sacks with the foam of 
MacDonald et al., in order to prevent a rise in pressure within the container. 



Election/Restriction 




Application/Control Number: 08/717,042 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3727 

Sacks teaches a container set forth in col. 1 line 43 through col. 2 line 23. The bands of Sacks 
can be made of SPECTRA, as set forth in col. 1 lines 3342. This SPECTRA material is the same 
material used in applicant's invention, and therefore has the same characteristics. 

Regarding claims 21, 22 and 24, Applicant states in the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003 
that at the time of the Sacks invention the "SPECTRA SHIELD material would have been characterized 
by a maximum of 50 percent of its continuous fiber lengths running in one direction - the balance would 
have been at approximately a 90° angle to the direction of these fiber lengths." Evidence has not been 
presented by Applicant to defend such a statement. 

5. Claims 10, 1 1, 13-19, 3343 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sacks (U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807) and Lewis (U.S. 
0,674,009). Sacks discloses the claimed invention except for the blast mitigating material and except 
for the strips of material forming bands. MacDonald et al. teach that it is known to provide a container 
with foam. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the container of Sacks with the foam of MacDonald et al., in order to prevent a 
rise in pressure within the container. 

Lewis teaches that it is known to provide a container, made of three bands, wherein the first 
and second bands form tubes (see elements B and C). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified container of Sacks 
with the first and second strips forming bands, as taught by Lewis, in order to protect the entire inner 
container, including the bottom wall thereof. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 20, 23, 27, 29, 31, 47 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sacks in view of Gettle et al. Sacks discloses the claimed invention except for 
the blast mitigating material. Gettle et al. teach that it is known to provide a container with aqueous 
foam (see line 1 1 of the Abstract). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to provide the container of Sacks with the aqueous foam of Gettle et 
ah, in order to attenuate pressure waves. 

7. Claims 21, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sacks 
(U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807), as applied to claim 20, and further in 
view of Harpell et al. (U.S. 4,623,574). To the degree that applicant argues that the SPECTRA 
material used by Sacks did not have at least 75 percent of its fibers substantially continuous. Harpell et 
al. teaches that it is known to provide a material wherein the fibers are wound around an article. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the modified container of Sacks with at least 75 percent of the fibers being substantially 
continuous, in order to increase the strength of the band. 

8. Claims 32, 33, 35, 38, 42, 44 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sacks in view of Gettle et al. and Lewis. Sacks discloses the claimed invention 
except for the blast mitigating material and except for the strips of material being bands. Getde et al. 
teach that it is known to provide a container with aqueous foam (see line 1 1 of the Abstract). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
the container of Sacks with the aqueous foam of Gettle et al., in order to attenuate pressure waves. 

Lewis teaches that it is known to provide a container, made of three bands, wherein the first 
and second bands form tubes (see elements B and C). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified container of Sacks 
with the first and second strips forming bands, as taught by Lewis, in order to protect the entire inner 
container, including the bottom wall thereof. 
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Response to Arguments 



9. Applicant's arguments filed November 5, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

A. Claims 1. 3-6. 8, 20-28, 30, 47, 51 and 52 

\ Applicant argues that Sacks "fails to teach a collapsible container or a container . of blast 
resistant material" (page 6 of Appeal Brief, filed November 5, 2003). It is the examiner's position that 



container is defined in Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1990) as "one that contains; esp : a 
receptacle or a flexible covering for the shipment of goods" (see Attachment 1). The cover of Sacks 
contains the rigid-container and it is a flexible covering for the shipment of goods. This cover of Sacks 
is made from "high tensile strength, high stretch resistant flexible material", as described on page 6 of 
the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003. This material allows the cover to be considered collapsible, 
as set forth in the pending claims. 

Regarding claims 21, 22 and 24, Applicant argues that Sacks does not teach or suggest that at 
least about 75 weight percent of the fibers are continuous lengths of fiber that encircle the enclosed 
volume. In col. 1 line 65 through col. 2 line 7, Sacks sets forth a cover comprised of three panels of 
material. The third panel is wound around the enclosed volume and has its ends connected together. 
This third panel encircles the volume by forming a closed loop or closed bland of material. Sacks 
teaches the use of woven and non-woven fabric, such as SPECTRA and SPECTRASHIELD (col. 1 
lines 37-39). 

Applicant argues that "SPECTRA SHIELD material would have been characterized by a 
maximum of 50 percent of its continuous fiber lengths running in one direction - the balance would 
have been at approximately a 90° angle to the direction of these fiber lengths" (page 6 of the Appeal 
Brief filed November 5, 2003) at the time of the Sacks invention. The patent of Harpell et al. (U.S. 



that the cover of Sacks meets the limitations of the collapsible container set forth in the claims. A 
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4,623,574) teaches that it was known by 1986 that layers of fibers could be arranged to extend in 
parallel direction. Harpell et al. also teaches that continuous lengths of yarn could be wrapped around 
an article. 

Regarding the McDonald reference, Applicants argue that the foam balls of MacDonald et al. 
"will not make the standard container disclosed by Sacks effective to withstand a blast" (page 7 of 
Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003). The examiner disagrees with this position. The foam balls of 
MacDonald would aid in reducing or mitigating the effects of a blast, to the degree set forth in the 
claims. Applicant sets forth that Example 1 1 of the present application prevents fire, and that Examples 
12-16 provide protection against explosive charges weighting two to four times that which can be 
container without foam. It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Gems, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed. Cir. 1993). 

, Regarding claims 47, 51 and 52, Applicant argues that the claimed container has two open 
sides. It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
Claim 47 is an open claim which sets forth a band of material. It does not set forth that, the container is 
open on two sides. Sacks teaches a band of material in col. 2 lines 4-7. It is unclear why the cover of 
Sacks is not considered a container by Applicants but the band of material can be considered a container 
by Applicants. 

B. Claims 10-11, 13-19, 33-43 and 45 

Applicant argues that the panels of Sacks are not bands. The examiner disagrees with this 
position. Sacks teaches a third panel which encircles the volume and has its ends connected together 
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(col. 2 lines 4-7). In addition, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). These 
claims are rejected over Sacks as modified by MacDonald and Lewis. The reference of Lewis teaches 
a container formed by three thin, flat, volume-encircling strips or bands. The first and second panels of 
Sacks are modified by the structure of the panels of Lewis, such that the first and second panels of 
Sacks become volume-encircling. Furthermore, it should be noted that applicants have not set forth in 
the claims or in the definition of band that the bands must be a closed loop. 

C. Claims 1, 34, 7, 9, 20, 23, 27, 29, 31, 47 and 53 

Regarding the Gettle et al. reference, Applicant sets forth that Example 1 1 of the present 
application prevents fire, and that Examples 12-16 provide protection against explosive charges 
weighting two to four times that which can be container without foam. It is noted that the features upon 
which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

D. Claims 32-33, 35, 38, 42, 44 and 46 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of 
references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck A Co., 800 
F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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Conclusion 



10. In view of the new grounds of rejection for claims 21, 22 and 24, which was necessitated by 
the newly presented argument regarding the SPECTRA Fibers, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON- 
FINAL. 

11. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Technology Center 3700 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly to (703)872-9306. This practice may be used for filing 
papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who. 
authorize charges to a USPTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and an unit at the top of 
your cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX will be prompdy forwarded to the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Niki M. Eloshway whose telephone number is (703) 308-1606. The examiner is in 
the office on Tuesdays and Fridays. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the 3700 Customer Service Office at (703) 306-5648. 



Niki m. Eloshway/] 
Patent Examiner 
January 23, 2004 






A GENUINE MERRIAM WEBSTER 

The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a 
number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer. 

A Merriam- Webster® is the registered trademark you should look for 
when you consider the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference 
books. It carries the reputation of a company that has been publishing 
since 1831 and is your assurance of quality and authority. 



Copyright © 1990 by Merriam- Webster Inc. 
Philippines Copyright 1990 by Mffriam^ebster-Iric. ; 



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 
Main entry under title: 

Webster's ninth new collegiate dictionary. ^ ^ . 

p. cm. :?f 

ISBN 0-87779-508-8. — ISfiN Cf 87779-50^-6 Gridexed).^ ISBN 
0-87779.510-X (deluxe) . : y .% & ^ 

1. English language — Dictionaries. : ■* iv.^ 
PE1628.W5638 1990 

423— dc20 89-38961" 

cip 



Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary principal copyright 1983 
COLLEGIATE trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 



All rights reserved. No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may be 
reproduced or copied in any form or by any means— graphic electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, taping, or information storage and retrieval 
systems— without written permission of .the publisher. 
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nxe^jTe Akap-Hlrak-tiv^ adl (1680) I : 'declared such by judicial 
miction or interpretation <~ fraud) -2 : of or relating to con- 
tion or creauon 3 promoting improvement or devdonmeni (— 



corvstruc^TC \k3D-*$tr3k-tiv\ cdf/ (1680) 
construction t ' 

itructioB or ci — . . „ v „ 

criOcwmV — coiwtniMiTe-ly adv — coa«tnie4lve«ess n 
con««tnic-tiT.ism \k3n. l 8t i rak.ti- l vii^m\ h. often cap (1923) : a n0 nob- 
jective art movement originating in Russia and concerned with formal 
orgamration of planes and expression of volume in terms- of modern 
indusuial materials (as glass and plastic) — co«ftnioti?.bt A-tt-vostN 
adjor.ru often cap ..- . • •(<•.: ■ •:.. . . -;✓,.-;:» : v. 
icorwrtrue \kan-»sirti\ »6 coiMtnied; tOD«tra.ing [me cow/men. fr. Lt 
coustntere. fr. L, to construct] « (14c) 1 : . tolnalyze the arrangement 
and connection of words in (a sentence or sentence pan) 2 • -to under- 
, stand or explain the sense or intention of usu. no a particular way or 
f . with respect to- aigiven set of circumstances <&twnted. my actions as 
hostile) *** rt t to/construe a sentence or sentence part esp; in connec- 
tion with translating — caiMtnh&blc VHtrii->.b3l\ adj. i ' 
Koo«tnu \\an- ( 6trij\ n (1844).: an act of construing esp. by piecemeal 
tn^ation; ato : the translated version resulting from such an act. 
coo<ub4tan-tial Utan(i>s3b-'stan<hal\ adj ALl conxubstantialis. 'fr. L 
J^K^JSKif m ?Sf l 9SHl<c) » of the same substance. 
cos-aih^taB^tioii \MiO>«b-^tan<he.^shan\\n, (1597) tithe ac- 
ual substantial presence and. combination of the Vody : of. Christ with 
the eucMnstic bread and .wine according to a teaching associated with 
JJ£3"J3 "^^compareTiuNsuasTAKnATiON, ; . 
con^tude\W(tVswi :i t(y)MKkw^u-a-\ n [ME. fr. L consuetudo — 
more at CWTOMJ (14c) : sociaJ usage : custom — ootraie<n>dtaary 

cyiwiil \Tcan(t)^t\ „ [ME, fr. L; akin to L consutere.io consult] (14c) 
Vi-* 1 ^' — two annuflU Y dated chief ^magistrates, of the . Roman 
"£1? . ,V 0116 of three chief magistrates of the French republic from 
1799 to 1804 . 2 : an official appointed by a government .to reside in a. 
foreign country to represent, the commercial interests -of citizens of the 
appointing country — con«ul<8r \-s(>)br\'.orf/ — con-suUhip \-»l* 

^hlp\rt .. ^ , % ' ..V: :\.. : ;.":V„;.„v.. ■. 

cowul^te \-s(>Mit\ n (14c)! "1 : a government '^ consuls .. 2*: the 
office; term of office, or jurisdiction of a: consul .3: the .residence or 
official premises 'of a consul "..'! .-y'.-^ < . 

consulate general n, p/ consulates general (1883) :, the residence, office, 
or jurisdiction of a consul general . . " ! '" t ."Ju ... ... \ 

consul general n, pi consuls general (1812) :' a consul of the first rank 
stationed in ah important place or having jurisdiction in several places 
or over several consuls'' ' "'. .'• ['•''' .. . 

•coo-sult \ksn-V>H\ v6 [MF or .L;;MF cw&K.'fif. L cbnsuWfc.'tr: 
cpnsultui. pp. of consulen to deliberate, counsel,' consult] w (1527) .1 
: to have regard to'; consider; 2 a ; to! ask the.advice or dpimdn of 
<~ a doctor) b : to refer to a dictionary) *~ W. ' 1 : to consult an. 
individual 1 :"to deliberate together : .confer iJVtb sem.as"a;con-' 
sultanr— w&isnJt^rii " • • • '■ ^v- . •..-■::»•. • 
*wnvsult\ldafn.V3lt, h' (1 5oO) : Jconsultation " :; , r,r: 
cot^^aiwy-vkan-^Ii.^i^v riC'p7<fes (1955) ;1 :'coN^LTATtON'' 2 
: an agency that provides consulting services .3 : : the position' of a 
consultant v • ••• • ' . i ^ ..•.n.-^ ■ ■. 

cojwiu^t \k»n;felt.?ntV n (1697)' I : one who.coaWts anbtuer 2 
: *one;who giv« professional, advice or services :, expert ^ cojhsuI- 
tant^hJp V-^hip\ n •■ '>"»•>■ ■ .■ 1 ■ •••■■i. 

con-snlHa^lon \^an(t>s3l- t ta-shM\ n (15c) 1 : ! oouNa'L conference; 
specif: a deliberation between physicians on a case or its treatment 2 
: the act of consulting or conferring- Vi - : 
COfcsuUfrtiTe Nkan-'silitJtHv/lanrt^-.tit.ivX ddj(l583) : of, relat^ 
tag to. or intended- for consultation : Advisory <~ committee) ' " : ' ' 
con«alMsg .\km;'s3l-tin\ adj ; (1 801) 1 '; providing professional' or 
expert advice <a ~ arcbitect) '2'i of or relatiri'g' to consultation or a 
consultant <the ^ room of a psychiatrist) •• ' ■ • 
Mihral4iTeVkOT- , s3UiAa4(l6l6): consultative 
con«iMor \ksn-*Hil-t3r\ n (ca. 1611) : one that consults or advises; esp 
ran adviser to a Roman Catholic bishop; provincial, or sacred congre- 
gation ..*•.■, i, *. . - -.r-' .;. *>. --v • 
|coh«iiD^\kM.^>teI\c^O capable orbeihg consumed 
"oaisumabk in (1802) : something (as food or fuel) that is consumable 
— usu. used in pi. * ■ , : - i-.-' .'t in-.. .* -r.,^. 
coiwtuatUan-«im\ fb «n«imed; cct*mm.[ng [ME consume* fr. MF 
or L; MF consumer. fr. i L cons«men»^fr;'eomi : +: njmereHo ! take up, 
take, fr. ; sud- iu>: : + emere to take — more at sui; redeem] w (14c)' 1 
: to do away with completely. : DESTROV^fire consumed several build- 
mgsV 2 a : to spend wastefully : squander- b : use up (writing con- 
sumed much of-hisi time)." 3 : to. eat or drink' esp.; in great quantity" 
(coiwtmed several Ixgs of beer) A : to engage- fully ■ enoross (con- 
turned with curiosity) ^ w- l : to waste or;burn away : perish ^ : to 
utilize economic goods. • 



X)*«in<*lyV!sS-m3drleAod , iF.(1707): as if consumed r excessively 
^on«am^ \Xm'hU'mx\ n, often attrib (lie) i < ■ - ■ 



: one that consumes: ai •■ a 



: -one that utilizes economic goods - b : an organism requiring complex 
organic compounds for fcotf which it obtains by preying on other or- 
ganisms or by eating particles of organic matter —compare producer 

hIpUthipXn 

i (1927).:. credit granted, to an individual esp. to fi* 



ganismso 

4 — coD*un>er<«hiri' 

consumer, credit n (1 v M v „. 

nance. the. purchase of consumer goods or to.defray personal or family 
expenses .".*•, .i,-:- •■ <; 

consttintf ;gooids.fl ipUl 890);' goods thai directly satisfy human wants v- 

COfl<ra>er4an \kan.*sU-m>. ( ru.am\ n (1 944) 1 : . the promotion of the 
rasumer's mterests 2 : the.theory that an incrauina consumption of 
goods is economically desirable; also : a preoccupation with. and an 
inclination toward the buying of consumer .goods — . cotMuiiMr*lst 
\-r95t\n . M . • . > . . . 

consumer price Index n (ca. i948) : ; an index- measuring .the change in 
tne cost of typical wage-earner purchases, of. goods and services ex- 
pressed a a percenuge of the. cost of these same goods and services in 
soirie base penod - called also cast<if.tivtng index ' 

e«Mttin«teg Vkw-'su-mioX adj (1920) : deeply fdt : ardent <a ~ inter- 
est); also: ENOR03S1 no - ;•• / 

^n«inwnite \k>h.:ajm-dt. •kan(i>si- m 3t\ adj (ME. fr. L consum- 
matus. pp. of consummare to sum up. finish; fr. com. +' $umma sum] 
U5c> 1: complete in every detail: PERFECT 2 : extremely skilled and 



accomplished <a liar) * 3 : of the highest degree (-^ «k:t K • 
eliy) — coiwunwnat^y od» * u >{: 

*coiwun>inate \*kan(t)-s».^iat\ vb -mat-ed; -maMn'g h (uw: 
: finish, complete <~ a business deal) b : to make !? 
: achieve; 2 : to make (marital union) complete by sexual £! 
<^ a marriage) ~ vl : to become perfected — codTsdII 
\lcan(t) r s>- t mat-iv, .k3n.*s3m-3t-tv\ adj. — con^unwruvtoTT 
;mflt^r\n' v 

con^iawnfl-tion Uian4>.Wih9nVn (14c) 1 : the act of 
jng (the ^.of a contract by mutual signature); spec^ : the 
tngofemarnage *2: the ultimate end: finish. . .", 

con4iuD-nia^6<y.\km : < s3m-»- t tdf-e, -it6r-\ adj (1 648) ' 1 • of & 
to consummation : COncludino 2 : of, relating to, or being a r 
or act (as eating or copulating) that terminates a period of i 
directed behavior :, (1 . \ 

cotwump-tion \kin- l s^(p>shin\fl. [ME coMumpc/oua fr. L 
tion*. consumptlo, fr. conjumptux. pp. of consumer*) (\4c) i 
progressive wasting awav.of .the body esp. from pulmonary m 
sis b : TDBERCULpsis . 2 : theiact or process of consununa 
utilization of. economic goods in the. satisfaction of wants < 
process of prcj(lucuon resulting chiefly, in their destruction, 
tion, or transformation 

'atiMnm^tlYe VWp^tivV 007 (1647). 1,: tending 
: of, relating to, or affected with consumption — coiKnmiMiwi? 
^n«impaven(l666): aj>erson affected : with consumption ™ 




•contact Xltan-.taklN n [For U F, fr. L'conrocru* frTeonu™, 
ccnti/ujenr to have contact with-— more.at contingent] (161 HJ , 
: union or Junction of surfaces ., b : the apparent .touching or ini 
tangency of the limbs oMwo celestial bodies,or of the disk of on? 
with the shadow of .another during ancclipse, transit, or occulu 
(1).: the junction of twp electricalconductors. through which a 
passes (2) ; a special part made for such a junction 2 a • j 

TlpN. REUTIpNSHIP ; b : CONNECTION, COMMUNICAHON c : direct 

obseryation,of;tbe earthls surface made from an airplane esp. 
to navigation d : an establishing of communication with' soi 
an observing or recrivingiof. a significant signal from a person 
(radar **tb Mars); 3 : one serving as a carrier or source *4 

TACT LENS . . ■ , * 

^tfl^ATcan. f tiiki.,k«i.\ W (1834) j . to make contact :~ * i 
bring into* contact.-. 2- a':,ito enter or.be in contact with :.join" b 
get in;c^>mmunicaticm::with your local dealer) - :.: .tf 

usage A lew stalwart defenders of the language still object to'iir 
of contact as a verb, esp . in sense 2b. But most commentators 
that it has become established as standard. . ■ 
'con-tact \*kan-,takt\ cJ/ (1 859) : ( maintaining, involvirig, or « 
or caused by contact ^^ppisons) (^sports) ■.-..< . ^ ■ :• ' * 
Mnf^-fJytoA^MftM n.(1938) :! navigation of ^airpltne' 
means of direct observation of landmarks ; ■■: v .» 1 , ' 
contact Inhibition \Tuui- ( takt-\ n (1965) : cessation of cellular untti 
ing movemenU upon contact with other cells with; accompanying 
sation of cell growth and divlsioh. . r.r ■ . : : V= T?; 

contact leas \Jum-,tak(t>\." (1888) ; a thin lens designed to fit 1 

contact.prjnt \Jta^^'tak(t)LvV'!8^) : :' a^hotographic print rni 
the negative in contact with the sensitized paper, plate, or film 

con-ta-gloa Xksn-ta-jwV n [ME, fr. MF.'ft L; MFTfr. Lcontagi 
taglo, Ur,.contingen to have contact with; pollute]. (14c) Hi 
transmission of a disease .by direct or indirect contact b: acoa 
disease *c: a disease-prwlucing.agent (as'a virus); 2 v -a : ■poisom , | 1 
:;cpntagious influence; quality; or ; nature ^e : obrruptihg influence*] 
contact ..-3» a : rapid communicaiion of an influence (as a doctrine'a, 
emotional state) :b : an influence that spreads rapidly ' 

con-ta-gious i-\*jai\ «rf/(l5c); !•: communicable by contact : 'cATcraioi 
(~ diseases) 2 ;■ bearing contagion 3 : used for contagious diiesia ' 
(a y ward) 4 : exciting similar emotions' br conduct in othcrtX'sJ 
enthusiasm) — cot>-tfl^oas*Iy a^r — cothta-gious-ness n • " --^ 

contagiotts abortion n (1910) :. a contagious or infectious disease (oil 
brucellosis) of domestic animals characterized byabortion- ''."if 

"""•Wte^'W^^ * P 1 * ^ contagioii, fr.'b^l 

gere) U870) ; a virus, or living organism capable of causing' a conunorii 
cable disease " ' *•■•".■ ,: • • - * • : 

Cpn4alii \kw. 4 tan\ v6 [ME conteinetC fr." OF eo/Henw;' fr. L continlu - 
hold together, hold in, contain, fr. com- + tenire to hold — moreM 
thin] n (13c) "1: to keep withiii limits: as : 'a r iesjkuHlcmnvSCt 
: 'CHECK,' HALT e : to' follow successfully a policy of containment' tg 
ward -d to prevent (ai'ah r chcrny or opponent) from advancing arj 
from making a successful attack - 2 .'a ': to have within hold: I 
: comprise include 3 " a,': to be divisible by usu.' without a reniainldffi 
b : enclose: bound ~» W : 'to restrain oneself — cbn<taln«ble \.HS-oV ( 
b*l\adj t ^ . ; * ,;VL 

* tyn contain, hold; Accommodate mean to, have or be capable of wri 



.receptaefcj . 



ing;- accommodate stresses* holding without crowding 'or tacaii*! 
. mence, ,:i .v • -«>■•.•• ' >••■*. 9 . -. 

contained adj (1653) : restrained: ia to V calm ; 
C0D^B^.\kan. l ta.h3r\ n (15c) : one that contains; esp 

or a flexible'oovering for the shipment of goods' 
con^altw-beard * L " / v - J '* * " ' — 

pa per boa rd used . 
coivtain-er4ia-tion 

method in which l „ 

aged ^ together in one large container . . 
Mn^iwr.lw , \k3n- , t5.n>;rli\ wt -lied;' ilxOng (1956) '' 1 • to ship 

containenzation 2: to packlin containers* ' '.,. ■ 

con^alnier^port yn3 r .,pdU)rt, .«po(s)rt\ n (1970) : a shipping port s» 

aally equipped to handle contamcnied cargo lfL r - 

cpn4aJiW4hIp Vnar-^hip\ n (1966) :! a ship esp. designed w equipp», 

for carrying con taiherized cargo - 1 . " * ' ' ' • v 

con.tafjMnent \1tOT-^ah-rn3nt\>i ( 1655) I :' the act. prccesi; brmesn* . 

ofcontaimna 2 : the policy, process;. or, result bf.preventinR the ex- . 

pansion of a hostile power or ideology ' 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1 . This Action was necessitated by the newly presented argument regarding claims 21 , 22 and 24, 
set forth in the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003. 

Election/Restriction 

2. Claims 12, 48-50 and 54-66 are withdrawn from farther consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a non-elected species. Election was made without traverse in 
Paper No. 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 20-28, 30, 47, 51 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sacks (U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807). Sacks 
discloses the claimed invention except for the blast mitigating material. MacDonald et al. teach that it is 
known to provide a container with foam. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the an at the time the invention was made to provide the container of Sacks with the foam of 
MacDonald et al. , in order to prevent a rise in pressure within the container. 
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Sacks teaches a container set forth in col. 1 line 43 through col. 2 line 23. The bands of Sacks 
can be made of SPECTRA, as set forth in col. 1 lines 3342. This SPECTRA material is the same 
material used in applicant's invention, and therefore has the same characteristics. 

Regarding claims 21, 22 and 24, Applicant states in the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003 
that at the time of the Sacks invention the "SPECTRA SHIELD material would have been characterized 
by a maximum of 50 percent of its continuous fiber lengths running in one direction - the balance would 
have been at approximately a 90° angle to the direction of these fiber lengths." Evidence has not been 
presented by Applicant to defend such a statement. 

5. Claims 10, 11, 13-19, 33-43 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sacks (U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807) and Lewis (U.S. 
0,674,009). Sacks discloses the claimed invention except for the blast mitigating material and except 
for the strips of material forming bands. MacDonald et al. teach that it is known to provide a container 
with foam. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the container of Sacks with the foam of MacDonald et al., in order to prevent a 
rise in pressure within the container. 

Lewis teaches that it is known to provide a container, made of three bands, wherein the first 
and second bands form tubes (see elements B and C). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified container of Sacks 
with the first and second strips forming bands, as taught by Lewis, in order to protect the entire inner 
container, including the bottom wall thereof. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 20, 23, 27, 29, 31, 47 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sacks in view of Gettle et al. Sacks discloses the claimed invention except for 
the blast mitigating material. Gettle et al. teach that it is known to provide a container with aqueous 
foam (see line 1 1 of the Abstract). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to provide the container of Sacks with the aqueous foam of Gettle et 
al., in order to attenuate pressure waves. 

7. Claims 21 , 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sacks 
(U.S. 5,249,534) in view of MacDonald et al. (U.S. 3,822,807), as applied to claim 20, and further in 
view of Harpell et al. (U.S. 4,623,574). To the degree that applicant argues that the SPECTRA 
material used by Sacks did not have at least 75 percent of its fibers substantially continuous. Harpell et 
al. teaches that it is known to provide a material wherein the fibers are wound around an article. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the an at the time the invention was made to 
provide the modified container of Sacks with at least 75 percent of the fibers being substantially 
continuous, in order to increase the strength of the band. 

8. Claims 32, 33, 35, 38, 42, 44 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sacks in view of Gettle et al. and Lewis. Sacks discloses the claimed invention 
except for the blast mitigating material and except for the strips of material being bands. Gettle et al. 
teach that it is known to provide a container with aqueous foam (see line 1 1 of the Abstract). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
the container of Sacks with the aqueous foam of Gettle et al., in order to attenuate pressure waves. 

Lewis teaches that it is known to provide a container, made of three bands, wherein the first 
and second bands form tubes (see elements B and C). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the modified container of Sacks 
with the first and second strips forming bands, as taught by Lewis, in order to protect the entire inner 
container, including the bottom wall thereof. 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed November 5, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

A. Claims 1, 3^6, 8, 20-28, 30, 47, 51 and 52 

Applicant argues that Sacks "fails to teach a collapsible container or a container of blast 
resistant materiar (page 6 of Appeal Brief, filed November 5, 2003). It is the examiner's position that 
that the cover of Sacks meets the limitations of the collapsible container set forth in the claims. A 
container is defined in Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1990) as "one that contains; esp : a 
receptacle or a flexible covering for the shipment of goods" (see Attachment 1). The cover of Sacks 
contains the rigid container and it is a flexible covering for the shipment of goods. This cover of Sacks 
is made from "high tensile strength, high stretch resistant flexible material", as described on page 6 of 
the Appeal Brief filed November 5, 2003. This material allows the cover to be considered collapsible, 
as set forth in the pending claims. 

Regarding claims 21, 22 and 24, Applicant argues that Sacks does not teach or suggest that at 
least about 75 weight percent of the fibers are continuous lengths of fiber that encircle the enclosed 
volume. In col. 1 line 65 through col. 2 line 7, Sacks sets forth a cover comprised of three panels of 
material. The third panel is wound around the enclosed volume and has its ends connected together. 
This third panel encircles the volume by forming a closed loop or closed bland of material. Sacks 
teaches the use of woven and non-woven fabric, such as SPECTRA and SPECTRASHIELD (col. 1 
lines 37-39). 

Applicant argues that "SPECTRA SHIELD material would have been characterized by a 
maximum of 50 percent of its continuous fiber lengths running in one direction - the balance would 
have been at approximately a 90° angle to the direction of these fiber lengths" (page 6 of the Appeal 
Brief filed November 5, 2003) at the time of the Sacks invention. The patent of Harpell et al. (U.S. 
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4,623,574) teaches that it was known by 1986 that layers of fibers could be arranged to extend in 
parallel direction. Harpell et al. also teaches that continuous lengths of yarn could be wrapped around 
an article. 

Regarding the McDonald reference, Applicants argue that the foam balls of MacDonald et al. 
"will not make the standard container disclosed by Sacks effective to withstand a blast" (page 7 of 
Appeal Brief filed November 5 , 2003). The examiner disagrees with this position. The foam balls of 
MacDonald would aid in reducing or mitigating the effects of a blast, to the degree set forth in the 
claims. Applicant sets forth that Example 1 1 of the present application prevents fire, and that Examples 
12-16 provide protection against explosive charges weighting two to four times that which can be 
container without foam. It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Regarding claims 47, 51 and 52, Applicant argues that the claimed container has two open 
sides. It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
Claim 47 is an open claim which sets forth a band of material. It does not set forth that the container is 
open on two sides. Sacks teaches a band of material in col. 2 lines 4-7. It is unclear why the cover of 
Sacks is not considered a container by Applicants but the band of material can be considered a container 
by Applicants. 

B. Claims 10-11, 13-19, 33-43 and 45 

Applicant argues that the panels of Sacks are not bands. The examiner disagrees with this 
position. Sacks teaches a third panel which encircles the volume and has its ends connected together 
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(col. 2 lines 4-7). In addition, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 R2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). These 
claims are rejected over Sacks as modified by MacDonald and Lewis. The reference of Lewis teaches 
a container formed by three thin, flat, volume-encircling strips or bands. The first and second panels of 
Sacks are modified by the structure of the panels of Lewis, such that the first and second panels of 
Sacks become volume-encircling. Furthermore, it should be noted that applicants have not set forth in 
the claims or in the definition of band that the bands must be a closed loop. 

C. Claims 1. 3-4, 7, 9, 20, 23, 27, 29, 31, 47 and 53 

Regarding the Gettle et al. reference, Applicant sets forth that Example 1 1 of the present 
application prevents fire, and that Examples 12-16 provide protection against explosive charges 
weighting two to four times that which can be container without foam. It is noted that the features upon 
which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

D. Claims 32-33, 35, 38, 42, 44 and 46 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of 
references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 
F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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Conclusion 



10. In view of the new grounds of rejection for claims 21, 22 and 24, which was necessitated by 
the newly presented argument regarding the SPECTRA Fibers, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON- 
FINAL. 

11. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Technology Center 3700 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly to (703)872-9306. This practice may be used for filing 
papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who 
authorize charges to a USPTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and art unit at the top of 
your cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX will be promptly forwarded to the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Niki M. Eloshway whose telephone number is (703) 308-1606. The examiner is in 
the office on Tuesdays and Fridays. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the 3700 Customer Service Office at (703) 306-5648. 



wikiW. Eloshway/hme 
Patent Examiner 
January 23, 2004 
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